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- The wife of a former concert olanrst struggles to reconnect
with her husband before hrs Iate -stage . Alzhermers BINEERE
tal<es hlm away forever
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Loghne i
When the IateAStage Alzhelmers d|sease threatens to take
away her husband, the wife. of a former concert pianist must
master the piano plece he responds to in order to connect with
him one more time. AL i
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Synopsis

Ruby cares for her husband, Richard, a once celebrated pianist now
crippled by the late-stages of Alzheimer's Disease. When Richard
reacts to a piece of music, Ruby decides to master the piece on the
piano. Richard’s condition worsens but Ruby refuses to let go,
holding onto the hope that the music will re-establish the connection
that she once had with her husband.
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In US,

5.8 million people have Alzheimer's disease.

1 O% Of people age 65 and older have Alzheimer's disease.

32% Of people age 85 and older have Alzheimer's disease.

Data from Texas Department of State Health Service
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. My friend Alan tried his best to sustain his father’s life from cancer but could
D | rECtO r not keep him. He blamed himself for not being able to say a proper goodbye to
his father. Like Alan, many people can’t free themselves from the guilt of not
S having done enough, even when they have done all they can for their loved
tate m e nt ones. Letting go is required part of life, and it provides closure and allows the
0 healing process to begin. Letting go is one of the themes of Flat Echo and |
“ hope that our film can heal those who experienced heartbreak, and give them

- courage to live.

As a Taiwanese national, | directed this film with an Asian perspective. My
father, a traditional Asian patriarch, feels embarrassed to hug, not to mention
saying the word “love”, even to his family members. However, he works seven
days a week to provide a better life for our family. As Richard writes a piece of
music and dedicates it to Ruby in Flat Echo, people express love through
implied actions in the Asian culture. My mother dedicated her entire life to
support our family because my father's career was not successful. She is a
/NN symbol of strong Asian matriarchs - persevering and kind, she mirrors our

protagonist Ruby. | hope that through these two characters, | will be able to
& : shed light on the complexity of Asian culture and its family dynamic.
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